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ABSTRACT 

The Metropolitan Achievement Test, Seventh Edition (MAT7) 
reports percentages of student test scores above the 50th U.S. national 
percentile (top half of the distribution of student test scores) and 
percentage in each national quarter. Having more students than 50% above the 
50th national percentile means that achievement was higher than the national 
group. Having more than 25% in the upper (top) quarter or less than 25% in 
the lower (bottom) quarter also means that achievement was higher than the 
national group. Tables present: (1) percentages of students above the 50th 

national percentile for each South Carolina school district for grades 4, 5, 
7, 9, and 11 and MAT7 percentages in each national quarter for all 5 grades. 
Test performance results are presented in charts by demographic groupings 
according to grade and subject area. Also presented are summary information 
about the strengths and weaknesses of student test performance, 
recommendations for improvement, and strategies to improve student learning. 
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THE COLUMN HEADING ENTITLED "X FREE LUNCH ELIGIBLE” IS BASED ON THE NUMBErELIGIBLE FOR FREE LUNCH DIVIDED BY THE AVERAGE 

DAILY MEMBERSHIP (GRADE K-12), 45-DAY ADM AS REPORTED BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO THE OFFICE OF SCHOOL FOOD SERVICES OCT 

1994. SCHOOL MEALS MAY NOT BE MADE AVAILABLE TO ALL KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS IN ALL DISTRICTS. STUDENTS IN ALL GRADES MAY*' i iJ 

BE ELIGIBLE FOR FREE MEALS, BUT MAY CHOOSE NOT TO APPLY OR PARTICIPATE IN THE MEAL PROGRAM. THEREFORE, THE RATE OF ELIGIBLE ^ ^ 

STUDENTS SHOWN IN THE TABLE MAY NOT REPRESENT TOTAL ELIGIBLE STUDENTS AND MAY BE SLIGHTLY DISTORTED 
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THE COLUMN HEADING ENTITLED "X FREE LUNCH ELIGIBLE" IS BASED ON THE NUMBER ELIGIBLE FOR FREE LUNCH DIVIDED BY THE AVERAGE 
DAILY MEMBERSHIP (GRADE K-12), 45-DAY ADM AS REPORTED BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO THE OFFICE OF SCHOOL FOOD SERVICES, OCT., 
1994. SCHOOL MEALS MAY NOT BE MADE AVAILABLE TO ALL KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS IN ALL DISTRICTS. STUDENTS IN ALL GRADES MAY 
BE ELIGIBLE FOR FREE MEALS, BUT MAY CHOOSE NOT TO APPLY OR PARTICIPATE IN THE MEAL PROGRAM. THEREFORE, THE RATE OF ELIGIBLE 
STUDENTS SHOWN IN THE TABLE HAY NOT REPRESENT TOTAL ELIGIBLE STUDENTS AND MAY BE SLIGHTLY DISTORTED. 
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THE COLUMN HEADING ENTITLED "X FREE LUNCH ELIGIBLE" IS BASED ON THE NUMBER ELIGIBLE FOR FREE LUNCH DIVIDED BY THE AVERAGE 
DAILY MEMBERSHIP (GRADE K-12), 45-DAY ADM AS REPORTED BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO THE OFFICE OF SCHOOL FOOD SERVICES, OCT., 
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BE ELIGIBLE FOR FREE MEALS, BUT MAY CHOOSE NOT TO APPLY OR PARTICIPATE IN THE MEAL PROGRAM. THEREFORE, THE RATE OF ELIGIBLE 
STUDENTS SHOWN IN THE TABLE MAY NOT REPRESENT TOTAL ELIGIBLE STUDENTS AND MAY BE SLIGHTLY DISTORTED. 
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THE COLUMN HEADING ENTITLED *‘% FREE LUNCH ELIGIBLE" IS BASED ON THE NUMBER ELIGIBLE FOR FREE LUNCH DIVIDED BY THE AVERAGE 
DAILY MEMBERSHIP (GRADE K-12), 45-DAY ADM AS REPORTED BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO THE OFFICE OF SCHOOL FOOD SERVICES, OCT., 
1994. SCHOOL MEALS MAY NOT BE MADE AVAILABLE TO ALL KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS IN ALL DISTRICTS. STUDENTS IN ALL GRADES MAY 
BE ELIGIBLE FOR FREE MEALS, BUT MAY CHOOSE NOT TO APPLY OR PARTICIPATE IN THE MEAL PROGRAM. THEREFORE, THE RATE OF ELIGIBLE 
STUDENTS SHOWN IN THE TABLE MAY NOT REPRESENT TOTAL ELIGIBLE STUDENTS AND MAY BE SLIGHTLY DISTORTED. 
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THE COLUMN HEADING ENTITLED "X FREE LUNCH ELIGIBLE" IS BASED ON THE NUMBER ELIGIBLE FOR FREE LUNCH DIVIDED BY THE AVERAGE 
DAILY MEMBERSHIP {GRADE K*12), 45*DAY ADM AS REPORTED BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO THE OFFICE OF SCHOOL FOOD SERVICES, OCT. 
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STUDENTS SHOWN IN THE TABLE MAY NOT REPRESENT TOTAL ELIGIBLE STUDENTS AND MAY BE SLIGHTLY DISTORTED. 
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THE COLUMN HEADING ENTITLED "X FREE LUNCH ELIGIBLE" IS BASED ON THE NUMBER ELIGIBLE FOR FREE LUNCH DIVIDED BY THE AVERAGE 
DAILY MEMBERSHIP (GRADE K-12). 45-DAY ADM AS REPORTED BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO THE OFFICE OF SCHOOL FOOD SERVICES, OCT., 
1994. SCHOOL MEALS MAY NOT BE MADE AVAILABLE TO ALL KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS IN ALL DISTRICTS. STUDENTS IN ALL GRADES MAY 
BE ELIGIBLE FOR FREE MEALS, BUT MAY CHOOSE NOT TO APPLY OR PARTICIPATE IN THE MEAL PROGRAM. THEREFORE, THE RATE OF ELIGIBLE 
STUDENTS SHOWN IN THE TABLE MAY NOT REPRESENT TOTAL ELIGIBLE STUDENTS AND MAY BE SLIGHTLY DISTORTED. 
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THE COLUMN HEADING ENTITLED “X FREE LUNCH ELIGIBLE" IS BASED ON THE NUMBER ELIGIBLE FOR FREE LUNCH DIVIDED BY THE AVERAGE 
DAILY MEMBERSHIP (GRADE K-12). A5-DAY ADM AS REPORTED BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO THE OFFICE OF SCHOOL FOOD SERVICES, OCT., 
1994. SCHOOL MEALS MAY NOT BE MADE AVAILABLE TO ALL KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS IN ALL DISTRICTS. STUDENTS IN ALL GRADES MAY 
BE ELIGIBLE FOR FREE MEALS, BUT MAY CHOOSE NOT TO APPLY OR PARTICIPATE IN THE MEAL PROGRAM. THEREFORE, THE RATE OF ELIGIBLE 
STUDENTS SHOWN IN THE TABLE MAY NOT REPRESENT TOTAL ELIGIBLE STUDENTS AND HAY BE SLIGHTLY DISTORTED. 
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PERCENTS MAY NOT SUM TO 100 DUE TO ROUNDING ERROR. 

NOTE: SEE FIRST PAGE FOR EXPLANATORY NOTES. LQ = 1-25ILE LM = 26-501 LE UM = 51-75ILE UQ = 76-991 LE 
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PERCENTS MAY NOT SUM TO 100 DUE TO ROUNDING ERROR. 

NOTE: SEE FIRST PAGE FOR EXPLANATORY NOTES. LQ = 1-25ILE LM = 26-50ILE UM = 51-75ILE UQ = 76-991 LE 
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DATA UPDATE 



South Carolina Department of Education Barbara S. Nielsen, Ed.D., State Superintendent 

Divisions of Development and Education Initiatives/Offices of Research and Assessment August 1998 



1998 Results of the Metropolitan Achievement Tests, Seventh Edition (MAT7) 



:'f I ^'v!.'^*udents^ 




In spring 1998, 228,984 students in Grades 4, 5, 7, 9, and 1 1 took the battery of tests known as the Metropolitan 
Achievement Tests, Seventh Edition (MAT7), 4,579 more than the 224,405 students who were tested last year. 
The 1998 administration was the fourth statewide administration of this assessment in the public schools. The 
number of students tested was 99.4% of the students in membership on the last day of testing (see page 2 for 
more information on students tested). Students taking the MAT7 in South Carolina again performed as well or 
better than students in the nation in Grade 4 and Grade 5 Mathematics and Grade 4, Grade 5, Grade 7, and Grade 
1 1 Language. Grade 5 scores improved in Reading and Mathematics, and Grade 7 scores improved in all areas. 
Charts showing test results by grade and subject area are located on pages 3-14 with more detail beginning on 
page 15. Summary information about the strengths and weaknesses of student test performance begins on page 
62, the recommendations for improvement on page 63, and strategies to improve student learning on page 65. 



7^ ~;Purposes for Jesting 



These norm-referenced tests are given statewide to monitor student achievement in Mathematics, Reading, and 
Language against a national sample of students in the same grades. The national sample of students is called the 
norm group. Students in the norm group take the tests when they are first developed. When the tests are admin- 
istered in South Carolina, the performance of students can be compeared to the performance of the norm group 
that took the test in 1992. The tests reflect a broad range of objectives that may be taught throughout the nation. 
The MAT7 provides some information about how a student is doing in school. Information available from a 
school on a student’s daily class work and other activities assists in evaluating a student’s progress. 



By definition, half of the students in the national norm group scored above the 50th national percentile (NP) and 
half scored below. The 50th NP is the midpoint of the students’ scores ranked from high to low. South Carolina 
students can be said to perform better than the national sample when more than half of the state’s students score 
above the 50th NP. South Carolina student performance can be said to be below that of the national sample when 
less than half of the state’s students score above the 50th NP. See pages 3 through 7 for the percentages of South 
Carolina students scoring above the 50th NP for 1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998. Another way to look at test scores 
is the percentage of South Carolina students scoring in each of the four quarters of the national distribution. By 
definition, 25% of the students in the national norm group score in each quarter. If more than 25% of South 
Carolina’s students scored in each of the upper quarters or if less than 25% of the students scored in each of the 
lower quarters, their performance can be said to be above the performance of the national norm group. (See 
pages 9 through 54 for state test results by national quarters.) 



Participation, RepMng, and Improvement 



Students in all 86 regular school districts, Felton Laboratory School, Palmetto Unified School District, Depart- 
ment of Juvenile Justice, South Carolina School for the Deaf and Blind, John de La Howe, Wil Lou Gray Op- 
portunity School, Thomwell Home School, and the Governor’s School for Science and Mathematics are included 
in the state-level data shown herein. The Education Finance Act of 1977, as amended by the Early Childhood 
Development and Academic Assistance Act of 1993, directs school districts to participate in student testing pre- 
scribed by the State Board of Education. The 1993 Act requires school districts to assess and evaluate annually 
needs of their educational programs and to report results to the general public. This legislation requires the 
Department of Education to assist local districts in correcting deficiencies and providing program im- 
asDement. 




DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



STUDENTS TESTED AND EXEMPTED FROM TESTING 

SPRING 1998 



In spring of 1998, each of the 86 school districts provided an Official Student Testing Report for grades tested in 
each school under the statewide testing program. These reports accounted for the number of students enrolled on 
the first and last day of spring testing, the number of students not tested due to authorized exemptions, the number 
eligible for testing, and the total number of students tested. From these local reports, the following table was 
constructed to illustrate the student participation rates for required grades in the statewide testing program. More 
information on the MAT7 results may be found in three reports entitled MAT7 1998 School Results, MAT? 1998 
District and State Results, and MAT7 1998 Percent Tested - 98% Standard. 



.fStudents:,x:^-^ 

iv ■ ; 

i.i: .i- 


? il;; 'S' • t: " : 

4,Grade;4,.',i\v| 


»-Girad^;5<.v;. 

■' ' . "'E- . ‘ V 


^GradeP'5%4’ 


;‘.;:;Gfade?9-y'‘4f 


fGrade®'?^'-' 


rf 4Tptei4i'$|’ iv'l 


Enrollment 
(Last day of 
Testing)^ 


52,205 


51,127 


52,137 


55,317 


36,756 


247,542 


Exclusions^ 


4,324 


4,378 


3,414 


3,239 


1,748 


17,163 


Adjusted 

Enrollment^ 


47,881 


46,749 


48,663 


52,078 


35,008 


230,379 


Total Tested^* 


47,840 


46,718 


48,470 


51,370 


34,586 


228,984 


% Tested'* 


99.9 


99.9 


99.6 


98.6 


98.8 


99.4 



^Students enrolled on the last day of make-up testing. 

^Figures reflect adjustments based on exclusions, special self-contained classes, and minor discrepancies between test contractor and 
school district counts. 

Q 

Number of students enrolled on last day of make-up testing less the number of exclusions. 

^Figures include, in addition to students tested under regular conditions, students with documented disabilities and lEPs or 504 
Accommodation Plans which call for the use of calculators (students typically use calculators in classroom instruction) and any 
student who was eligible to be tested but was identified as a did not attempt (DNA) due to the small number of items 
completed on the test. Students tested but no longer enrolled on the last day of testing are excluded from this figure. (See the 
exclusions listed below or in the MAT7 1998 Percent - 98% Standard.) 



Of the 247,542 students enrolled on the last day of MAT7 testing, school districts authorized exemptions for 
17,163 (6.9%) students. The school districts reported the following number of students by exemption: 15,714 
students who have documented disabilities with Individualized Education Programs (lEPs) which state that testing 
is inappropriate and students who are ungraded with the lEP Committee’s consensus that testing is inappropriate, 
531 limited-English proficient students who have been enrolled in the school district less than two years, 129 
students who have already taken the current year MAT7 in another school, 237 students who have been excused 
from testing due to unusual or extenuating circumstances, and 552 homebound students. (See the exclusions and 
definitions listed in the MAT7 1998 Percent Tested - 98% Standard.) 

The adjusted number of enrolled students who were eligible for MAT7 testing was 230,379 (247,542 minus 
17,163). During the MAT7 administration, 228,984 (99.4%, total students tested divided by the adjusted 
enrollment) students in Grades 4, 5, 7, 9, and 1 1 across South Carolina were tested. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



, PERCENTAGES ABOVE THE 5 OTH NATIONAL PERCENTILE (NP) FOR 
1995 THROUGH 1998 - GRADE 4 STUDENTS 



The percentages of South Carolina students scoring above the 50th NP in Reading, Mathematics, Language, and 
the 3Rs Battery for Grade 4 in 1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 are presented below. To be performing as well as or 
better than students in the nation, 50% or more of the South Carolina students would have to score above the 
50th NP. Since 1996, Grade 4 students performed better than the nation in Mathematics and Language (see 
scores below). The 1998 performance for Grade 4 on all the subtests was the same as that for 1997. However, 
the overall 3Rs Battery score rounded to one percentage point higher than that for 1997. (See footnote below.) 



READING - GRADE 4 






Note: The 3Rs Battery is the composite score of Reading. Mathematics, and Language. 



192 

o 

-ERIC 



3 



DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



PERCENTAGES ABOVE THE 50TH NATIONAL PERCENTILE (NP) FOR 
1995 THROUGH 1998 - GRADE 5 STUDENTS 



The percentages of South Carolina students scoring above the 50th NP in Reading, Mathematics, Language, and 
the 3Rs Battery for Grade 5 in 1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 are presented below. To be performing as well as or 
better than students in the nation, 50% or more of the South Carolina students would have to score above the 
50th NP. Since the MAT7 has been administered. Grade 5 students have performed as well as or better than 
students in the nation in Mathematics and Language (see scores below). In 1998, student performance in Grade 
5 improved in both Reading and Mathematics and the overall 3Rs Battery. (See footnote below.) 





Note: The 3Rs Battcr>' >s the composite score of Reading. Mathematics, and Language. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



. PERCENTAGES ABOVE THE 5 OTH NATIONAL PERCENTILE (NP) FOR 
1995 THROUGH 1998 - GRADE 7 STUDENTS 



The percentages of South Carolina students scoring above the 50th NP in Grade 7 Reading, Mathematics, 
Language, and the 3Rs Battery for 1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 are presented below. To be performing as well 
as or better than students in the nation, 50% or more of the South Carolina students would have to score above 
the 50th NP. Since 1995, Grade 7 students have performed as well as or better than the nation in Language (see 
scores below). In 1998, student performance in Grade 7 improved in every subtest and the overall 3Rs Battery. 
(See footnote below.) 




LANGUAGE - GRADE 7 




3Rs BATTERY - GRADE 7 

60 1 




1995 1996 1997 1998 



Note. The 3Rs Batten is the composite score of Reading. Mathematics, and Language. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



PERCENTAGES ABOVE THE 50TH NATIONAL PERCENTILE (NP) FOR 
1995 THROUGH 1998 - GRADE 9 STUDENTS 



The percentages of South Carolina students scoring above the 50th NP in Reading, Mathematics, Language, and 
the 3Rs Battery for Grade 9 in 1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 are presented below. To be performing as well as or 
better than students in the nation, 50% or more of the South Carolina students would have to score above the 
50th NP. Grade 9 students have scored consistently the same in Language since 1995, one percentage point 
below that for the nation. Student performance in Grade 9 Reading and Mathematics and the overall 3Rs 
Battery dropped one percentage point from 1997 to 1998. (See scores below and the footnote at the bottom of 
the page.) 





Note: The 3Rs Battery is the composite score of Reading. Mathematics, and Language. 



DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



. PERCENTAGES ABOVE THE 5 OTH NATIONAL PERCENTILE (NP) FOR 
1995 THROUGH 1998 - GRADE 11 STUDENTS 



The percentages of South Carolina students scoring above the 50th NP in Grade 1 1 Reading, Mathematics, 
Language, and the 3Rs Battery for 1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 are presented below. To be performing as well 
as or better than students in the nation, 50% or more of the South Carolina students would have to score above 
the 50th NP. In 1998, student performance in Grade 1 1 Reading, Mathematics, and Language was the same as 
that for 1997. Since the MAT7 has been administered. Grade 1 1 performance has dropped one percentage point 
in all areas tested. (See scores below and the footnote at the bottom of the page.) 



READING • GRADE 11 




MATHEMATICS - GRADE 11 





Now The 3R» »ancT> is ihc composite score of Reading. Mathematics, and Language. 




■ 1 ^ 
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DATA UPDATE • MAT7 



PERCENTAGES ABOVE THE 5 OTH NATIONAL PERCENTILE (NP) FOR 
1995 THROUGH 1998 -- ALL STUDENTS TESTED 



Over the last four years, students progressing through Grades 4, 5, 7, and 9 have had the opportunity to take the MAT7 at 
least twice and in one instance, three times at different grade levels. Of the 27 possible subtest comparisons, grade-to- 
grade improvement occurred in 19 (70%) of the cases. There was no change in 2 (7%) of the cases and a decrease in 6 
(22%) of the cases. 






3Rs BATTERY 




199S 1996 I99S 1997 199S 1997 I99S 1997 1996 1997 1997 1998 1996 1998 1996 1998 1996 1998 

Grades 4 to 5 Grades 5 to 7 Grades 7 to 9 Grades 9 to II Grades 4 to 5 Grade 4 to 5 Grades 5 to 7 (;rades7to9 Grade 9 to 11 



Note. 1 ) The 3Rs Batter>' is the composite score of Reading, Mathematics, and Language. 

2) To be performing as well as or better than students in the nation, 50% or more of the South Carolina students w'ould have to score above the 50th NP 
O ^.Percentages of students in South Carolina scoring above the 50th NP are shown over the four years in which MAT? has been administered in the state. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



PERCENTAGES BY NATIONAL QUARTERS FOR 1995 THROUGH 1998 



The percentages of South Carolina students scoring in each of the four national quarters on Reading, 
Mathematics, Language, and the 3Rs Battery tests by grade in 1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 are pre- 
sented in the following table. By definition, 25% of the students in the national norm group score in 
each quarter. 



NT: ' 




• -f -'C 


Percentages in Each •Quarter ' 
1995, 1996, 1997. and 1998 








X-' ' 


ci 


South Carolina 


95 


Reading 
96 97 


98 


Mathematics 
95 96 97 98 


Language 
95 96 97 


98 


3Rs Battery 
95 96 97 98 


Gr4 


Upper 


76-99 


19 


21 


21 


21 


29 


33 


37 


38 


25 


27 


29 


29 


21 


24 


26 


26 






51-75 


19 


19 


20 


20 


19 


19 


19 


19 


23 


24 


24 


24 


22 


23 


23 


24 






26-50 


27 


27 


27 


27 


24 


23 


22 


22 


28 


26 


25 


25 


26 


25 


25 


25 




Lower 


01-25 


36 


33 


32 


32 


28 


25 


22 


22 


24 


23 


22 


21 


31 


28 


26 


25 


Gr 5 


Upper 


76-99 


19 


21 


21 


21 


28 


33 


34 


36 


24 


26 


27 


27 


23 


26 


27 


28 






51-75 


19 


20 


20 


20 


23 


23 


23 


23 


27 


27 


27 


27 


22 


23 


23 


24 






26-50 


27 


28 


28 


27 


25 


22 


21 


21 


27 


26 


25 


25 


27 


26 


26 


25 




Lower 


01-25 


34 


31 


32 


31 


25 


22 


21 


20 


23 


21 


21 


20 


27 


25 


24 


24 


Gr 7 


Upper 


76-99 


23 


24 


24 


25 


21 


23 


26 


27 


27 


29 


31 


32 


23 


25 


26 


27 






51-75 


21 


21 


21 


21 


21 


21 


21 


21 


22 


22 


23 


22 


21 


21 


22 


22 






26-50 


26 


26 


25 


25 


25 


24 


23 


23 


24 


24 


23 


23 


25 


25 


24 


23 




Lower 


01-25 


30 


29 


29 


29 


34 


31 


30 


29 


26 


24 


23 


22 


31 


29 


28 


27 


Gr9 


Upper 


76-99 


22 


22 


23 


22 


19 


19 


20 


20 


24 


24 


24 


24 


22 


22 


22 


22 






51-75 


21 


21 


21 


21 


23 


23 


23 


23 


25 


25 


25 


25 


22 


22 


21 


21 






26-50 


26 


25 


25 


25 


27 


27 


27 


26 


25 


26 


25 


25 


27 


27 


27 


27 




Lower 


01-25 


31 


31 


31 


32 


31 


31 


31 


31 


26 


25 


25 


25 


29 


29 


29 


30 


Gr 11 


Upper 


76-99 


23 


24 


23 


22 


28 


29 


28 


28 


21 


21 


21 


21 


25 


25 


25 


24 






51-75 


24 


24 


23 


23 


21 


21 


21 


21 


30 


30 


29 


29 


24 


24 


24 


24 






26-50 


29 


29 


29 


29 


25 


26 


25 


25 


27 


27 


26 


26 


27 


28 


27 


28 




Lower 


01-25 


24 


24 


25 


25 


25 


24 


26 


26 


23 


22 


24 


23 


23 


23 


25 


25 



Note 1) 3Rs Batten is the composite score of Reading. Mathematics, and Language. 
2) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
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PERCENTAGES BY NATIONAL QUARTERS FOR 1995 THROUGH 1998 

GRADE 4-ALL STUDENTS 



The percentages of South Carolina students scoring in each of the four national quarters on Reading, 
Mathematics, Language, and the 3Rs Battery for Grade 4 in 1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 are presented below. 
Viewing the results by quarter, the improvement in the upper quarter (Q4) can be seen for Grade 4 Mathematics, 
Language, and 3Rs Battery. By definition, 25% of the students in the national norm group scored in each 
quarter (see footnotes below). 



READING - GRADE 4 

1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 




□ 1995 


■ 1996 


□ 1997 


□ 1998 





LANGUAGE -GRADE 4 

1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 




Ql Q2 03 Q4 



□ 1995 11996 D1997 01998 



MATHEMATICS - GRADE 4 

1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 




Ql Q2 Q3 Q4 



□ 1995 


■ 1996 


□ 1997 


□ 1998 





3Rs BATTERY - GRADE 4 

1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 




□ 1995 B1996 D1997 01998 



Note 



1 ) The 3Rs Haiicr\ is the composite score of Reading. Mathematics, and Language 

2) Quarters Ql =io\vcr quarter ( I-25 %ile). 02=lo\ver middle (26-50 %ile). Q3=upper middle (5 1 -75 %ile). and Q4=upper quarter (76-99 %ile). 

3) Percentages ma\ not add to 1 00 due to rounding. 




o 
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' PERCENTAGES BY NATIONAL QUARTERS FOR 1995 THROUGH 1998 

GRADE 5-ALL STUDENTS 



The percentages of South Carolina students scoring in each of the four national quarters on Reading, 
Mathematics, Language, and the 3Rs Battery for Grade 5 in 1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 are presented below. 
Viewing the results by quarter, the improvement in the upper quarter (Q4) can be seen for Grade 5 Mathematics, 
Language, and 3Rs Battery. By definition, 25% of the students in the national norm group scored in each 
quarter (see footnotes below). 



READING - GRADE 5 
1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 




□ 1995 11996 D1997 01998 



LANGUAGE - GRADE 5 
1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 




□ 1995 11996 D1997 D1998 



MATHEMATICS - GRADE 5 
1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 




□ 1995 ai996 D1997 □1998 



3Rs BATTERY - GRADE 5 
1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 




□ 1995 11996 D1997 D1998 



S! >n.dd,e ,5 , .75 %de). .dd Qd-upp., ,d«e, ,7P.« %»e), 

3) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
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PERCENTAGES BY NATIONAL QUARTERS FOR 1995 THROUGH 1998 

GRADE 7 -ALL STUDENTS 



The percentages of South Carolina students scoring in each of the four national quarters on Reading, 
Mathematics, Language, and the 3Rs Battery for Grade 7 in 1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 are presented below. 
Viewing the results by quarter, the improvement in the upper quarter (Q4) can be seen for Grade 7 Mathematics, 
Language, and the 3Rs Battery. By definition, 25% of the students in the national norm group scored in each 
quarter (see footnotes below). 



READING - GRADE 7 

1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 

50 

40 

30 

20 

lO 

0 



□ 1995 11996 Q1997 Q1998 




Ql 02 03 04 



MATHEMATICS - GRADE 7 
1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 




□ 1995 ■1996 □1997 ^1998 



LANGUAGE - GRADE 7 

1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 




□ 1995 ■1996 ^1997 ^1998 



3Rs BATTERY - GRADE 7 

1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 




□ 1995 ■1996 ^1997 ^1998 



Note 1 1 The 3Rs Hatter>' is the composite score of Reading. Mathematics, and Language. 

2» Lhiarters 01 “lower quarter (1-25 %ile). 02=lower middle (26-50 %ile), 03=upper middle (51-75 Voile), and 04=upper quarter (76-99 Voile). 
3) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

o 

“ERiC^ 



201 



12 



DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



PERCENTAGES BY NATIONAL QUARTERS FOR 1995 THROUGH 1998 

GRADE 9--ALL STUDENTS 



The percentages of South Carolina students scoring in each of the four national quarters on Reading, 
Mathematics, Language, and the 3Rs Batter}' for Grade 9 in 1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 are presented below. 
Viewing the results by quarter for 1998, no improvement in the upper two quarters (Q3 and Q4) can be seen for 
the Grade 9 subtests. By definition, 25% of the students in the national norm group scored in each quarter (see 
footnotes below). 



READING - GRADE 9 
1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 




□ 1995 


■ 1996 


□ 1997 


□ 1998 





LANGUAGE - GRADE 9 
1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 




□ 1995 11996 D1997 01998 



MATHEMATICS - GRADE 9 
1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 




□ 1995 B1996 D1997 01998 



3Rs BATTERY - GRADE 9 
1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 




□ 1995 B1996 01997 01998 



Note: 1) The 3Rs Batten* is the composite score of Reading. Mathematics, and Language. 

2) Quarters: 01=lower quarter (1-25 %ile), Q2=lower middle (26-50 %ile). Q3=upper middle (51-75 %ile). and Q4=upper quarter (76-99 %ile). 

3) Percentages may not add to 1 00 due to rounding. 

o 
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PERCENTAGES BY NATIONAL QUARTERS FOR 1995 THROUGH 1998 

GRADE 11 -ALL STUDENTS 



The percentages of South Carolina students scoring in each of the four national quarters on Reading. 
Mathematics, Language, and the 3Rs Batter}' for Grade 1 1 in 1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 are presented below. 
Viewing the results by quarter for 1998, no improvement in the upper quarter (Q4) can be seen in Grade 1 1 
subtests; however, student performance in Mathematics for the upper quarter (Q4) exceeds that for the national 
norm group. By definition, 25% of the students in the national norm group scored in each quarter (see footnotes 
below). 



READING -GRADE 11 
1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 




□ 1995 ■1996 01997 01998 



LANGUAGE -GRADE 11 
1995,1996,1997, and 1998 




□ 1995 ■1996 01997 01998 



MATHEMATICS - GRADE 11 
1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 




□ 1995 ■1996 01997 01998 



3Rs BATTERY - GRADE 11 
1995, 1996, 1997, and 1998 




□1995 ■1996 01997 01998 



*^olc: 



1 ) The 3Rs Batten’ is the composite score of Reading. Mathematics, and Language 

2) Queers: Ql^iower quarter (1-25 %ile). Q2=lower middle (26-50 %ile). Q3=upper middle (51-75 %ile), and 0^=upper quarter (76-99 %ile). 

3) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. ^ . , 

Q C U 
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The performance of fourth-grade students in Reading for 1998 is presented by demographic groupings in the following table. 



p'-" -.v ■ 

p.: - ■ ..:;v .>^v 

tr£iifca2h.s:^:Lafc:.«, 


;:'::;:';;:]ViAT|5:j 

qrrmance;:b^^^^ 

Vri -S' ■- :t{ # g-,;- '-si"; 






Percentages by Quarter 






Ql 


Q2 


Q3 


Q4 




Number 


Lower 


Lower 


Upper 


Upper 




Tested 


Quarter 


Middle 


Middle 


Quarter 


All Students 


47,396 


32 


27 


20 


21 


Male 


23,293 


34 


26 


19 


20 


Female 


24,083 


29 


27 


22 


22 


White 


27,053 


20 


25 


25 


31 


African American 


19,251 


49 


29 


15 


7 


Other 


936 


29 


26 


19 


25 


White Male 


13,531 


21 


25 


24 


30 


White Female 


13,521 


18 


25 


25 


32 


African-American Male 


9,217 


54 


28 


13 


6 


African-American Female 


10,034 


45 


30 


17 


8 


Other Male 


468 


32 


25 


19 


24 


Other Female 


468 


27 


27 


20 


26 


Free Meals 


19,502 


49 


29 


15 


7 


Reduced-Price Meals 


3,759 


34 


29 


20 


16 


No Free/Reduced-Price Meal 


23,728 


18 


24 


25 


33 


Non-Repeater 


44,415 


32 


27 


20 


21 


Repeater 


1,246 


32 


26 


20 


22 


Not Disabled 


44,897 


31 


27 


21 


22 


Disabled 


2.456 


54 


22 


13 


11 


Within Age Range or Under 


39.939 


28 


27 


22 


23 . 


Overage Range 


7,457 


55 


24 


11 


10 



Note: 1 ) Percentages may not add to 1 00 due to rounding. 

2) Counts bv demographic grouping mav not add to All Students due to unreported data, 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic. Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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Performance of Fourth-Grade Students in Reading by Demographic Grouping 



MALES 




17191919 17202020 

iTPimi 

03 04 



□ 1995 11996 □ 1 997 □ 1 998 



FEMALES 




□ 1995 



11996 □1997 ^1998 



WHITE MALES 





■60- 




50- 


c 


40- 


0) 

u 


30- 


0) 


20- 


Q. 


10- 



I 3S; 2'»222121 ^^262625 22232324 2 6^°^° 




u ^ 


01 


02 


03 04 






□ 1995 


■ 1996 


□ 1997 ^1998 






AFRICAN-AMERICAN MALES 



£15755 54 




4566 



01 


02 


03 


04 




□ 1995 


■ 1996 


□ 1997 


□ 1998 





WHITE FEMALES 



60 

50 

^40-1 
c 



£ 20 . 
0- 10.| 



g 30- 2 O 18 I 8 I 8 






29 



323332 




■Am 



0I 



02 



03 



04 



□ 1995 



11996 ^1997 □1998 



AFRICAN-AMERICAN FEMALES 




□ 1995 



11996 ^1997 ^1998 




OTHER MALES 



1^26 262725 ^02221^3 ^3262224 




□ 1995 B1996 D1997 01998 



60- 

50 

- 40^ 

£ 30 
£ 20 
D- 10 
0 



OTHER FEMALES 



26232527 26 ^2727 222425^3 26252426 

]npif Tn[ fii 




01 



03 



03 



04 



□ 1 995 ■ 1 996 □I 997 □ 1 998 



Note: 1) Quarters: QI=lower quarter (1-25 %ile), Q2=lower middle (26-50 %ile). Q3=upper middle (51-75 %ile). and Q4=upper quarter (76-99 %ile). 

2) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

Q 3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 

ERIC 
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The performance of fourth-grade students in Mathematics for 1998 is presented by demographic groupings in the following 
table. 





ormaii'ceJby'd^ehidgrapliicsi-#^^^^^ 
^sMathemabcssiiilS^^ p 


^ T; 

i- , - f f ‘ if 

^ !?i,'S3s. ^-5«Si ..if ••' ' 












Percentages by Quarter 








Ql 


Q2 


Q3 


Q4 




Number 


Lower 


Lower 


Upper 


Upper 




Tested 


Quarter 


Middle 


Middle 


Quarter 


All Students 


47,725 


22 


22 


19 


38 


Male 


23,567 


- 23 


21 


18 


38 


Female 


24,138 


21 


22 


19 


. 37 


White 


27,227 


13 


18 


19 


49 


African American 


19,399 


34 


27 


18 


21 


Other 


943 


20 


17 


18 


46 


White Male 


13,670 


13 


18 


19 


50 


White Female 


13,556 


13 


19 


20 


49 


African-American Male 


9,346 


37 


26 


17 


20 


African-American Female 


10,053 


32 


27 


18 


22 


Other Male 


473 


20 


17 


15 


48 


Other Female 


470 


20 


17 


20 


44 


Free Meals 


19,686 


34 


27 


18 


21 


Reduced-Price Meals 


3,782 


23 


24 


20 


33 


No Free/Reduced-Price Meals 


23,844 


12 


17 


19 


52 


Non-Repeater 


44,705 


22 


22 


19 


38 


Repeater 


1,260 


24 


23 


20 


33 


Not Disabled 


45,152 


21 


22 . 


19 


39 


Disabled 


2,530 


42 


23 


13 


23 


Within Age Range or Under 


40,099 


18 


21 


19 


41 


Overage Range 


7,626 


40 


27 


15 


18 




Solf I ) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. ^ a a * 

2) Counts bv demographic grouping may not add io All Students due to unreported data. , . 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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Note; 

erIc, 



Performance of Fourth-Grade Students in Mathematics by Demographic Grouping 



MALES 




□ 1 995 ■ 1 996 □ 1 997 □ 1 998 



FEMALES 




□ 1 995 ■ 1 996 □ 1 997 □ 1 998 



WHITE MALES 




□ 1 995 ■ 1 996 □ 1 997 □ 1 998 



WHITE FEMALES 




□ 1 995 ■ 1 996 □ 1 997 □ 1 998 



AFRICAN-AMERICAN MALES 



60- 

50- 

^ 40- 
£ 30- 

i 20 - 

Q- !0- 



46. 



^238 37 



272626 26 




Ql 



□ 1995 



15161817 1215182° 



02 



03 



04 



11996 D1997 D1998 




AFRICAN-AMERICAN FEMALES 



60- 

50 - 41 
^ 40- 
£ 30- 

Q- 10- 

0 



37 







01 



□ 1995 



29282827 

i 



^2122 

' 




02 



03 



04 



11996 ^1997 01998 



OTHER FEMALES 



60- 

50- 



S 20^ 



19181620 22212017 16^ 16 





□ 1995 



11996 ^1997 □1998 



1) Quarters: QI=lower quarter (J-25 %lle), Q2=lower middle (26-50 %lle), Q3— upper middle (51-75 %ile), and Q4— upper quarter (76-99 %ile). 

2) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/ Alaskan Native. 
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The performance of fourth-grade students in Language for 1998 is presented by demographic groupings in the following 
table. 











Percentages by Quarter 




Number 

Tested 


Ql 

Lower 

Quarter 


Q2 

Lower 

Middle 


Q3 

Upper 

Middle 


Q4 

Upper 

Quarter 


All Students 


47,320 


21 


25 


24 


29 


Male 


23,256 


26 


26 


23 


26 


Female 


24,044 


17 


25 


26 


33 


White 


27,017 


14 


22 


26 


38 


African American 


19,215 


31 


31 


22 


16 


Other 


933 


17 


25 


21 


37 


White Male 


13,514 


17 


23 


25 


34 


White Female 


13,502 


11 


20 


26 


43 


African-American Male 


9,199 


38 


31 


19 


13 


African-American Female 


10,016 


24 


31 


25 


20 


Other Male 


466 


21 


26 


19 


35 


Other Female 


467 


14 


25 


23 


39 


Free Meals 


19,445 


32 


32 


22 


15 


Reduced-Price Meals 


3,751 


23 


27 


26 


25 


No Free/Reduced-Price Meals 


23,718 


12 


20 


26 


42 


Non-Repeater 


44,350 


21 


25 


24 


29 


Repeater 


1,239 


23 


26 


24 


26 


Not Disabled 


44,840 


20 


25 


25 


30 


Disabled 


2,437 


41 


27 


17 


14 


Within Age Range or Under 


39,898 


17 


25 


26 


32 


Overage Range 


7,422 


40 


30 


17 


13 



Note; 

o 




1 ) Percentages may not add to 1 00 due to rounding. 

2) Counts by demographic grouping may not add to All Students due to unreported data. 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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Note: 

o 

ERIC 



Performance of Fourth-Grade Students in Language by Demographic Grouping 



MALES 





60- 




50- 


c 


40- 


0) 

o 


30- 


0) 


20- 


D. 


10- 



29282626 28272626 ,,222223 ,1 232526 













Ql 



Q2 



Q3 



Q4 



□ 1995 



1 1996 D1997 D1998 



WHITE MALES 





60- 




50- 


c 


40- 


0) 

o 


30- 


0) 


20- 


D. 


10- 



- 19181717 






29 



323434 




iHil 






.m 



Ql 



Q2 



Q3 



I 

Q4 



□ 1995 



11996 ^1997 ^1998 



AFRICAN-AMERICAN MALES 



60- 

50-^423938 



^ 40- 
S 30 - 
S 20 
D- 10- 
0 



32313131 




16171919 



10ll13 



Ql 


Q2 


Q3 


Q4 


□ 1995 


■ 1996 


□ 1997 


□ 1998 





FEMALES 



60- 

50 



c ^0 
8 30 
0 ) 20 
10 



- 19181717 



27262525 25252526 293 1^^^^ 




Ql 



Q2 




□ 1995 



11996 ^1997 ^1998 



WHITE FEMALES 



I": 22212020”“““ 

fe 20. 13111211 

10 - 




□ 1995 



I1996 D1997 Q1998 



AFRICAN-AMERICAN FEMALES 



60 

50 



2928, ^^323131 

^^282524 23242425 




Ql 


Q2 


Q3 


Q4 


□ 1995 


■ 1996 


■ 1997 


□ 1998 





OTHER MALES 




□ 1995 11996 ^1997 □1998 



OTHER FEMALES 




□ 1995 11996 ^1997 ^1998 



1) Quarters: Ql=lower quarter (1-25 %ile), Q2=lower middle (26-50 %ile), Q3=upper middle (51-75 %ile), and Q4=upper quarter (76-99 %ile). 

2) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 



DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



The performance of fourth-grade students on the 3Rs Battery for 1998 is presented by demographic groupings in the 







Percentages by Quarter 






Number 

Tested 


Q1 

Lower 

Quarter 


Q2 

Lower 

Middle 


Q3 

Upper 

Middle 


Q4 

Upper 

Quarter 


All Students 


47,154 


25 


25 


24 


26 


Male 


23,156 


28 


25 


22 


25 


Female 


23,978 


23 


25 


25 


27 


White 


26,928 


15 


21 


27 


37 


African American 


19,139 . 


40 


30 


19 


11 


Other 


932 


22 


24 


23 


31 


White Male 


13,461 


17 


22 


26 


35 


White Female 


13,466 


13 


21 


27 


38 


African-American Male 


9,153 


45 


29 


17 


9 


African-American Female 


9,986 


35 


31 


21 


12 


Other Male 


465 


24 


24 


21 


31 


Other Female 


467 


19 


24 


24 


32 


Free Meals 


19,353 


40 


30 


20 


10 


Reduced-Price Meals 


3,744 


27 


27 


25 


20 


No Free/Reduced-Price Meals 


23,654 


13 


20 


27 


40 


Non-Repeater 


44,197 


25 


25 


24 


26 


Repeater 


1,231 


27 


26 


22 


26 


Not Disabled 


44,714 


24 


25 


24 


27 


Disabled 


2,397 


49 


22 


15 


14 


Within Age Range or Under 


39,786 


21 


25 


25 


29 


Overage Range 


7,368 


. 48 


27 


14 


11 
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Performance of Fourth-Grade Students on the 3Rs Battery by Demographic Grouping 



MALES 




□ 1995 11996 G1997 01998 





OTHER MALES 




A <1 

2^224 23 232224 21^® ^ 



303231 




FEMALES 



60 - 
50- 
40- 



§30.1 
5 ; 20 . 
Q- 10 . 



0 



27250..0-. 26252525 ■>■*742425 53252727 




'ii 



1^1* 
ill 



01 



02 



03 



04 



□ 1 995 ■ 1 996 □ 1 997 □ 1 998 



WHITE FEMALES 



60 

50 -J 



^ 40 - 
S 30- 
^0. 
Q- 10- 



0 



16141413 

31 



23222121 






33 



363938 







01 



02 



03 



04 



□ 1995 



11996 G1997 G1998 



AFRICAN-AMERICAN FEMALES 




1996 G1997 G1998 



OTHER FEMALES 



60- 
50- 
^ 40 
30 



o 20 



<u 10 

Q- 0 



22252424 252^ 

l TO .riU 



IE 



3231 3232 




01 



02 



03 



04 



□ 1995 B1996 G1997 G1998 



Nolf: 



1 1 n-ii!t*rv is the comnosilc score of Reading, Maihemaiics. and Language. , /a/- no 

5 1 . quarter (1-25 %ile), Q2=lower middle (26-50 %ile). Q3=upper middle (51-75 %,le). and Q4=upper quarter (76-99 /o.le). 

3) 1 ‘crcentages may noi add 10 100 due 10 rounding. 

4> r in.inde. .ludents reported as Hispanic. Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Ind.an/Alaskan Native. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



The performance of fifth-grade students in Reading for 1998 is presented by demographic groupings in the following table. 
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Percentages by Quarter 








Ql 


Q2 


Q3 




Q4 






Number 


Lower 


Lower 


Upper 


Upper 






Tested 


Quarter 


Middle 


Middle 


Quarter 


All Students 


46,230 


31 


27 


20 


21 


Male 




22,892 


33 


27 


19 




21 


Female 




23,324 


29 


28 


21 




22 


White 




26,593 


18 


26 


25 




31 


African American 


18,560 


50 


29 


14 




7 


Other 




973 


27 


31 


20 




22 


White Male 




13,430 


19 


26 


24 




31 


White Female 




13,162 


17 


26 


25 




32 


African-American Male 


8,944 


54 


27 


13 




6 


African-American Female 


9,613 


46 


31 


15 




8 


Other Male 




469 


28 


33 


17 




23 


Other Female 




503 


26 


30 


23 




21 


Free Meals 




18,691 


49 


30 


14 




7 


Reduced-Price Meals 


3,536 


34 


33 


20 




14 


No Free/Reduced-Price Meals 


23,646 


16 


25 


25 




34 


Non-Repeater 




43,098 


31 


28 


20 




21 


Repeater 




1,096 


31 


24 


20 




25 


Not Disabled 




44,364 


30 


28 


21 




22 


Disabled 




1.836 


56 


23 


11 




10 


Within Age Range or Under 


38,169 


26 


28 


22 




24 


Overage Range 




8.061 


54 


26 


11 




9 



Note; 1) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

2) Counts by demographic grouping may not add to All Students due to unreported data. 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic. Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



Performance of Fifth-Grade Students in Reading by Demographic Grouping 



MALES 



60- 
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Note: 




1) Quarters: Ql=lower quarter (1-25 %ile). Q2=lower middle (26-50 %ile), Q3-upper middle (51-75 %ile). and Q4-upper quarter (76-99 %ile). 

2) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 




The performance of fifth-grade students in Mathematics for 1998 is presented by demographic groupings in the following 



table. 
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11 
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24 
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28 


21 


16 
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27 


23 
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22 


18 


Reduced-Price Meals 
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20 
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29 


Nn Frpp/Reduced-Price Meals 
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11 
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51 


Non-Repeater 
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36 


Repeater 
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23 
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35 


Not Disabled 
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23 


37 


Disabled 
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23 
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17 


Within Age Range or Under 


38,297 


16 
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40 


Overage Range 


8,237 


39 


27 


18 


.16 



ERIC 



Note* n Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. . . 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



Performance of Fifth-Grade Students in Mathematics by Demographic Grouping 
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Note: 




1) Quarters: Ql=lower quarter (1-25 %ile). Q2=lower middle (26-50 %ile), Q3=upper middle (51-75 %ile), and Q4=upper quarter (76-99 %ile). 

2) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



The performance of fifth-grade students in Language for 1998 is presented by demographic groupings in the following 
table. 
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Percentages by Quarter 
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24 
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10 
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40 
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29 


Not Disabled 
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19 
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28 


Disabled 
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44 


28 
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11 


Within Age Range or Under 


38,104 


16 


24 


29 


31 


Overage Range 
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41 


31 


17 
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ERIC 



Note: 1) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

2) Counts by demographic grouping may not add to All Students due to unreported data. , ^ , ... 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



Performance of Fifth-Grade Students in Language by Demographic Grouping 
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Note: 1) Quarters: Ql=lower quarter (1-25 %ile), Q2=lower middle (26-50 %ile). Q3=upper middle (51-75 %ile). and Q4=upper quarter (76-99 %ile). 

2) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

Q 3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



The performance of fifth-grade students on the 3Rs Battery for 1998 is presented by demographic groupings in the 
following table. 
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Not Disabled 
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Disabled 




1,777 
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12 


Within Age Range or Under 


38,008 


19 


25 


25 


31 


Overage Range 




7,948 


47 


28 


15 


11 



ERIC 



Note : 1) 3Rs Balier>' is the composite score of Reading. Mathematics, and Language. 

2) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

3) Counts by demographic grouping may not add to All Students due to unreported data. 

4) Other includes students reported as Hispanic. Asian/Pacific Islander and American Indian/Alaskan Native^ 
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Note: 

o 

ERIC 



Performance of Fifth-Grade Students on the 3Rs Battery by Demographic Grouping 
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1) 3Rs Batter>' is the composite score of Reading, Mathematics, and Language. 

2) Quarters: Ql=lower quarter (1-25 %ile), Q2=lower middle (26-50 %ile), Q3=upper middle (51-75 %ile), and Q4=upper quarter (76-99 %ile). 

3) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

4) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/ Alaskan Native. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



The performance of seventh-grade students in Reading for 1998 is presented by demographic groupings in the following 
table. 









Percentages by Quarter 




Number 
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Ql 
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Q2 
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Q3 
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Q4 
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Repeater 
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Not Disabled 
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Disabled 


1,167 
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Within Age Range or Under 


36,408 
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25 


24 


30 


Overage Range 


11,872 
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25 


13 


10 



ERIC 



Note: 1) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

2) Counts by demographic grouping may not add to AH Students due to 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, 



unreported data. 

and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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Performance of Seventh-Grade Students in Reading by Demographic Grouping 
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ERIC 





60- 




50- 




40- 


§ 


30- 




20- 


0. 


10 - 



2^ 



IMd 




01 



02 



03 



04 



□ 1995 



11996 0 1997 01998 



60 
50- 
^ 40- 
§30- 
5)20-1 
0 - 10 
0 



OTHER FEMALES 



28 






28^230 



33 






r^_-. 


rm: 








■cJi H'HiA 






■dil 


■flssi 


-Mi 



01 



02 



03 



Q4 



□ 1995 B1996 01997 D1998 



Note: I ) Quarters: Ql=lower quarter ( 1-25 %ile). Q2=lower middle (26-50 %ile), Q3=upper middle (5 1 -75 %ile), and Q4=upper quarter (76-99 »/.ile). 

2) Percentages may not add to 1 00 due to rounding. . . , vi • 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic. Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



The performance of seventh-grade students in Mathematics for 1998 is presented by demographic groupings in the following 
table. 








Percentages by quarter 






Number 

Tested 


Ql 

Lower 

Quarter 


Q2 

Lower 

Middle 


Q3 

Upper 

Middle 


Q4 

Upper 

Quarter 


All Students 


48,323 


29 


23 


21 


27 


Male 


24,236 


31 


22 


20 


26 


Female 


24,049 


27 


23 


23 


27 


White 


27,865 


18 


20 


24 


38 


African American 


19,327 


45 


26 


18 


11 


Other 
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20 


21 


22 


37 


White Male 


14,201 


20 


20 


23 


37 


White Female 


13,663 


17 


20 


25 


38 


African-American Male 
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48 


26 


16 


10 


African-American Female 
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42 


27 


19 


12 


Other Male 


472 


22 
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20 


37 


Other Female 
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17 


22 


23 
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Free Meals 
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45 


26 


17 


11 


Reduced-Price Meals 
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26 


23 


20 


No Free/Reduced-Price Meals 
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19 
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Non-Repeater 
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22 


22 


28 


Repeater 


1,387 


52 


28 


13 
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Not Disabled 


47,115 


28 


23 
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27 C 


Disabled 


1,189 
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16 
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Within Age Range or Under 


36,436 


21 


22 


24 


32 


Overage Range 


11,885 


53 


24 


13 


10 



O 

ERIC 



Note; 1) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

21 Counts bv demographic mav not add to All Students due to unreported data. Maiivp 

1) oZr indudeTsfudents reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacif.c Islander, and American Ind.an/Alaskan Native. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



Performance of Seventh-Grade Students in Mathematics by Demographic Grouping 
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Note: 



ERIC 



I Quarters: Ql=lower quarter (1-25 %ile). Q2=lower middle (26-50 %ile), Q3=upper middle (51-75 %ile), and Q4=upper quarter (76-99 %ile). 

2) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



The performance of seventh-grade students in Language for 1998 is presented by demographic groupings in the following 
table. 
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Percentages by Quarter 




Number 

Tested 


Ql 
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Q2 
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Q4 
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ERIC 



Nolc. 1 ) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

2) Counts by demographic grouping may not add to All Students due to unreported data. 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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Note: 
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Performance of Seventh-Grade Students in Language by Demographic Grouping 
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1) Quarters: Q1 =lo we r quarter (1-25 %ile), Q2=lower middle (26-50 %ile), Q3=upper middle (51-75 Voile), and Q4=upper quarter (76-99 %ile). 

2) Percentages may not add to 1 00 due to rounding. 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



The performance of seventh-grade students on the 3Rs Battery for 1998 is presented by demographic groupings in the 
following table. 
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Percentages by Quarter 




Number 

Tested 


Ql 
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Q2 
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Note: I) 3Rs Balier>' is the composite score of Reading. Mathematics, and Language. 

2) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

3) Counts by demographic grouping may not add to All Students due to unreported data. 

4) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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Note: 
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ERIC 



Performance of Seventh-Grade Students on the 3Rs Battery by Demographic Grouping 
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1 ) 3Rs Batler> is the composite score of Reading. Mathematics, and Language. 

2) Quarters: Ql^lower quarter (1-25 %ile). Q2=lower middle (26-50 %ile), Q3=upper middle (51-75 %ile), and Q4=upper quarter (76-99 %ile). 

3) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

1) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



The performance of ninth-grade students in Reading for 1998 is presented by demographic groupings in the following 
table. 






Percentages by Quarter 




Number 

Tested 


Ql 
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Quarter 


Q2 
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Middle 
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Upper 

Middle 


Q4 

Upper 

Quarter 


All Students 
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Not Disabled 
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Overage Range 


19,165 


52 


26 


13 


9 



ERIC. 



Note: 1) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

2) Counts by demographic grouping may not add to All Students due to 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, 



unreported data. 

and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 



39 



228 



DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



Noif: 

o 

ERIC 



Performance of Ninth-Grade Students in Reading by Demographic Grouping 
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1 ) Quarters: Ql=lower quarter (1-25 %ile). Q2=lower middle (26-50 %ile), Q3=upper middle (51-75 %ile). and Q4=upper quarter (76-99 %ile). 

2) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



The performance of ninth-grade students in Mathematics for 1998 is presented by demographic groupings in the following 
table. 
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Percentages by Quarter 
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ERIC 



Note: 1) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

2) Counts by demographic grouping may not add to All Students due to unreported data. 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/ Alaskan Native. 
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Performance of Ninth-Grade Students in Mathematics by Demographic Grouping 
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Note: 1) Quariers: Q 1 “lower quaner ( 1-25 %ile). 02=lower middle (26-50 %ile). Q3“upper middle (51-75 %ile). and Q4=uppcr quarter (76-99 %ile) 

2) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic^ Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 






DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



The performance of ninth-grade students in Language for 1998 is presented by demographic groupings in the following 
table. 
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Percentages by Quarter 
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Ql 
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Q2 
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Note: 1) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

2) Counts by demographic grouping may not add to All Students due to unreported data. 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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Performance of Ninth-Grade Students in Language by Demographic Grouping 
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1) Quarters: Ql=lower quarter (1-25 %ile), Q2=iower middle (26-50 %ile). Q3=upper middle (51-75 %ile). and Q4=upper quarter (76-99 %ile). 

2) Percentages may not add to 1 00 due to rounding. 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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The performance of ninth-grade students on the 3Rs Battery for 1998 is presented by demographic groupings in the 
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Percentages by Quarter 
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Ql 
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Quarter 


Q2 
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Middle 
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All Students 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



Performance of Ninth-Grade Students on the 3Rs Battery by Demographic Grouping 
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Note: 1) 3Rs Baiter>' is the composite score of Reading, Mathematics, and Language. 

2) Quarters: QIHower quarter (1-25 %i!e), Q2=lower middle (26-50 %ile), Q3=upper middle (51-75 %ile), and Q4=upper quarter (76-99 %ile). 

3) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

^ Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



The performance of eleventh-grade students in Reading for 1998 is presented by demographic groupings in the following 
table. 
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Percentages by Quarter 
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Note: 1) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. ^ ^ 

2) Counts by demographic grouping may not add to All Students due to unreported 

3) Other iiKiudes students reported as Hispanic. Asian/Pacif.c Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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Performance of Eleventh-Grade Students in Reading by Demographic Grouping 
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Note: 1) Quarters; Ql=lower quarter (1-25 %ile). Q2=lower middle (26-50 %ile), Q3=upper middle (51-75 %ile), and Q4-upper quarter (76-99 %ile), 

2) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 4 ., , ki 

^ 3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Al^kan Native. 
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The performance of eleventh-grade students in Reading for 1998 is presented by demographic groupings in the following 
table. 




Percentages by Quarter 
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24,811 


20 


24 


23 


34 


Non-Repeater 


31,566 


26 


25 


21 


28 


Repeater 


447 


46 


27 


16 


11 


Not Disabled 


33,461 


25 


25 


21 


28 


Disabled 


300 


73 


17 


6 


4 


Within Age Range or Under 


25,903 


19 


25 


23 


33 


Overage Range 


7,875 


49 


26 


14 


11 



ERIC 



Note: 1) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

2) Counts by demographic grouping may not add to All Students due to 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, 



unreported data. 

and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



Note: 

o 

ERJC 



Performance of Eleventh-Grade Students in Mathematics by Demographic Grouping 



MALES 




□ 1 995 ■ 1 996 □ 1 997 □ 1 998 



WHITE MALES 




□ 1995 ■1996 D1997 D1998 



AFRICAN-AMERICAN MALES 



29312929 




17171617 



11111011 






01 Q2 Q3 Q4 



□ 1995 B1996 ^1997 ^1998 



FEMALES 



60- 
50- 

c ” 

i 20 
0 - 10 
0 



a n 



Q1 




□ 1995 



11996 ^1997 ^1998 



WHITE FEMALES 



35363736 




□ 1995 



11996 ^1997 ^1998 



AFRICAN-AMERICAN FEMALES 



43444646 




□ 1995 



11996 ^1997 ^1998 



OTHER MALES 




□ 1 995 ■ 1 996 □I 997 □ 1 998 



OTHER FEMALES 



60- 




Ql 02 03 04 



□ 1 995 ■ 1 996 □ 1 997 □ 1 998 



1 ) Quarters: QlHower quarter (1-25 %ile), Q2=lower middle (26-50 %ile), Q3=upper middle (51-75 %ile), and Q4=upper quarter (76-99 %ile). 

2) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

3) Oiher includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



The performance of eleventh-grade students in Language for 1998 is presented by demographic groupings in the following 



table. 




^ ^ f'/;' 
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ormanceib^^ 


' ' vi'i* : 

'Lii V ivVl 


t ‘V 

iVV 


.* '"v 

V 




^rw^TT;-,- ■ < riTf 


> 7;. -X 












Percentages by Quarter 






Number 

Tested 


Ql 

Lower 

Quarter 


Q2 

Lower 

Middle 


Q3 

Upper 

Middle 


Q4 

Upper 

Quarter 


All Students 


33,810 


23 


26 


29 


21 


Male 


15,827 


30 


26 


27 




18 


Female 


17,960 


18 


26 


32 




24 


White 


20,163 


16 


22 


33 




29 


African American 


12,884 


35 


33 


24 




8 


Other 


659 


22 


21 


32 




25 


White Male 


9,824 


21 


24 


30 




25 


White Female 


10,338 


11 


21 


35 




33 


African-American Male 


5,642 


44 


31 


20 




6 


African-American Female 


7,240 


29 


34 


27 




10 


Other Male 


325 


27 


22 


29 




22 


Other Female 


334 


17 


21 


35 




27 


Free Meals 


7,178 


38 ^ 


34 


22 




6 


Reduced-Price Meals 


1,407 


29 


32 


26 




12 


No Free/Reduced-Price Meals 


24,802 


19 


24 


32 




26 


Non-Repeater 


31,606 


23 


26 


30 




21 


Repeater 


450 


52 


27 


17 




5 


Not Disabled 


■ 33,495 


23 


26 


30 




21 


Disabled 


298 


74 


15 


7 




3 


W'ithin Age Range or Under 


25,972 


16 


26 


33 




25 


Overage Range 


7,838 


49 


29 


16 




6 



Note: 1) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

2) Counts by demographic grouping may not add to zt// due to unreported data, xi iIvp 

3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 




DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



Performance of Eleventh-Grade Students in Language by Demographic Grouping 



MALES 




□ 1995 B1996 01997 01998 



FEMALES 




□ 1 995 ■ 1 996 □ 1 997 01998 



WHITE MALES 




□ 1995 ■1996 01997 01998 



WHITE FEMALES 




□ 1 995 ■1996 □ 1 997 □ 1 998 




AFRICAN-AMERICAN FEMALES 



60 
50 
^ 40 
§30 
S 20 
0 - 10 
0 

01 02 03 04 



□ 1 995 ■1996 □ 1 997 □ 1 998 




OTHER MALES 




□ 1995 ■1996 01997 01998 



OTHER FEMALES 




□ 1 995 ■1996 □ 1 997 □ 1 998 



Note: 1) Quarters: Q1 -lower quarter (1-25 %ile), Q2-lower middle (26-50 %ile), Q3=upper middle (5 1 -75 %ile), and Q4=upper quarter (76-99 %ile). 

2) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

O 3) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



The performance of eleventh-grade students on the 3Rs Battery for 1998 is presented by demographic groupings 
following table. 



in the 






1 ;• 
. X. 

>>■' * ‘ f'V ■ *' 

i,v- .;V ^vf , 



iPef^mancei by 
























Percentages by Quarter 





Number 

Tested 


Ql 

Lower 

Quarter 


Q2 

Lower 

Middle 


Q3 

Upper 

Middle 


Q4 

Upper 

Quarter 


All Students 


32,907 


25 


28 


24 


24 


Male 


15,389 


27 


26 


22 


25 


Female 


17,498 


23 


29 


25 


24 


White 


19,703 


14 


23 


28 


35 


African American 


12,464 


42 


34 


17 


7 


Other 


644 


22 


25 


25 


27 


White Male 


9,585 


16 


22 


26 


35 


White Female 


10,118 


11 


24 


29 


35 


African-American Male 


5,456 


46 


32 


16 


7 


African-American Female 


7,006 


39 


36 


18 


7 


Other Male 


316 


24 


24 


23 


29 


Other Female 


328 


20 


26 


27 


26 


Free Meals 


6,938 


46 


33 


15 


6 


Reduced-Price Meals 


1,373 


34 


33 


21 


12 


No Free/Reduced-Price Meals 


24,205 


18 


26 


26 


30 


Non-Repeater 


30,780 


24 


28 


24 


24 


Repeater 


411 


53 


27 


12 


9 


Not Disabled 


32,607 


24 


28 


24 


25 


Disabled 


283 


78 


13 


6 


3 


Within Age Range or Under 


25,410 


16 


28 


27 


29 


Overage Range 


7,497 


52 


27 


13 


8 



er|c 



Note: 1) 3Rs Battery is the composite score of Reading. Mathematics, and Language. 

2) Percentages may not aad to 100 due to rounding. 

3) Counts by demographic grouping may not add to All Students due to unreported data. 

4) Other includes students reported as Hispanic. Asian/Pacific Islander, and American Indian/Alaskan Native. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



Performance of Eleventh-Grade Students on the 3Rs Battery by Demographic Grouping 
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Note: 1) 3Rs Baiierv' is the composite score of Reading, Mathematics, and Language. 

2) Quarters: Ql^lower quarter (1-25 %ile). Q2=lower middle (26-50 %ile), Q3=upper middle (51-75 %ile). and Q4=upper quarter (76-99 /ode). 

^ 3) Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

Y 4 ) Other includes students reported as Hispanic, Asian/Pacific islander, and American indian/Alaskan Native. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



• CONTENT CLUSTER RESULTS IN READING FOR 1995 THROUGH 1998 



Reading consists of two tests: Reading Vocabularj' and Reading Comprehension. The Reading Vocabular\' test reports 
two clusters for all five grade levels: Synonyms and Multiple-Meaning Words; one cluster, Content Area Vocabular>', for 
Grades 5, 7, 9, and 11 ; and one cluster, Antonyms, for Grade 4 only. 

The Reading Comprehension test reports four clusters at all five grade levels: Initial Understanding, Interpretation. 
Metacognition, and Critical Analysis. (Metacognition refers to the student being able to demonstrate the ability to monitor 
comprehension by analyzing text structure, determining the text that supports an idea, and determining the likely source of 
text.) 

Performance of students for each cluster is presented as below average, average, and above average. In the national 
sample, 23% of the students in the norm group scored below average, 54% scored average, and 23% scored above 
average. 

CONTENT CLUSTERS FOR READING 
Percentage of Students at Each Level 







Below Average 


Average 


Above Average 


Grade 4 


#0f 

Items 


1995 1996 1997 1998 


1995 1996 1997 1998 


1995 1996 1997 1998 



Reading Vocabulary 


30 


34 


31 


Synonyms 


12 


36 


34 


Antonyms 


8 


22 


19 


Multiple-Meaning Words 


10 


31 


28 


Reading Comprehension 


55 


28 


27 


Initial Understanding 


23 


25 


24 


Interpretation 


19 


24 


22 


Metacognition 


8 


36 


33 


Critical Analysis 


5 


21 


20 



28 


27 


50 


51 


51 


53 


16 


19 


20 


20 


32 


32 


47 


47 


47 


48 


17 


19 


21 


21 


17 


16 


62 


64 


64 


65 


16 


18 


19 


18 


27 


26 


54 


54 


55 


56 


15 


18 


18 


18 


27 


27 


53 


53 


53 


53 


19 


20 


21 


20 


24 


24 


54 


54 


54 


54 


21 


22 


22 


22 


22 


22 


57 


56 


56 


57 


19 


22 


22 


22 


33 


33 


46 


47 


47 


48 


18 


19 


19 


19 


20 


20 


60 


60 


59 


59 


19 


20 


21 


21 



NATION 


23 


54 


23 


Grade 5 


#0f 

Items 


1995 1996 1997 1998 


1995 1 996 1997 1998 


1995 1996 1997 1998 



Reading Vocabulary 


30 


34 


31 


Synonyms 


10 


34 


33 


Content Area Vocabulary 


10 


27 


24 


Multiple-Meaning Words 


10 


30 


27 


Reading Comprehension 


55 


25 


23 


Initial Understanding 


21 


28 


27 


Interpretation 


22 


32 


30 


Metacognition 


8 


19 


18 


Critical Analysis 


4 


19 


18 



30 


30 


48 


48 


49 


48 


18 


21 


21 


22 


32 


30 


38 


38 


38 


39 


28 


29 


30 


30 


24 


24 


59 


59 


59 


59 


14 


16 


17 


18 


27 


27 


59 


60 


60 


61 


11 


13 


13 


12 


24 


24 


57 


58 


57 


57 


18 


19 


19 


19 


28 


28 


55 


56 


55 


55 


16 


17 


17 


17 


31 


31 


50 


51 


50 


50 


18 


19 


19 


19 


19 


18 


52 


52 


53 


52 


29 


30 


29 


30 


17 


18 


65 


64 


64 


64 


17 


18 


18 


18 



NATION 



23 



54 



23 



"Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



CONTENT CLUSTER RESULTS IN READING FOR 1995 THROUGH 1998 



NATION 



23 



54 



23 



Grade 7 



#of 

Items 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1995 


1996 


1997 


199{ 


30 


27 


25 


24 


23 


53 


54 


54 


55 


19 


21 


22 


23 


10 


. 23 


22 


. 21 


19 


65 


66 


65 


66 


12 


13 


14 


15 


10 


28 


26 


24 


23 


48 


47 


47 


46 


34 


27 


29 


31 


10 


22 


21 


21 


21 


56 


56 


58 


58 


22 


23 


21 


21 


55 


24 


24 


:25 


24 


53 


53 


53 


52 


22 


23 


23 


24 


19 


28 


28 


28 


27 


.55 


55 


55 


54 


17 


17 


17 


18 


19 


■ 32 . 


31 


31 


31 


49 


49 


48 


48 


19 


20 


20 


21 


8 


22 


: 21 


22 


21 


49 


48 


47 


47 


29 


30 


31 


31 


9 


31 


31 


31 


31 


53 


53 


52 


52 


16 


16 


16 


17 



Reading Vocabulary 
Synonyms 

Content Area Vocabulary 
Multiple-Meaning Words 
Reading Comprehension 
Initial Understanding 
Interpretation 
Metacognition 
Critical Analysis 



NATION 




23 


54 


23 


Grade 9 


#0f 

Items 


1995 1996 1997 1998 


1995 1996 1997 1998 


1995 1996 1997 1998 



Reading Vocabulary 
Synonyms 

Content Area Vocabulary 
Multiple-Meaning Words 
Reading Comprehension 
Initial Understanding 
Interpretation 
Metacognition 
Critical Analysis 



30 


31 


31 


30 


30 


■ 52 


52 


53 


54 


17 . 


17 


18 


17 


10 


34 


34 


35 


36 


48 


48 


47 


48 


17 


17 


17 


16 


10 


32 


32 


30 


31 


49 


49 


50 


51 


20 


19 


20 


19 


10 


29 


29 


27 


27 


.57 


58 


59 


60 


13 


13 


14 


13 


55 


23 


23 


24 


25 


54 


53 


53 


53 


23 


24 


24 


23 


19 


22 


22 


22 


23 


51 


51 


51 


51 


26 


27 


27 


26 


24 


27 


27 


27 


28 


45 


44 


44 


44 


29. 


29 


29 


28 


6 


16 


16 


16 


16 


66 


66 


66 


65 


19 


19 


19 


19 


6 


24 


24 


24 


24 


61 


61 


60 


60 


15 


15 


16 


16 



NATION 




23 


54 


23 


Grade 11 


#0f 

Hems 


1995 1996 1997 1998 


1995 1996 1997 1998 


1995 1996 1997 1998 



Reading Vocabulary 
Synonyms 

Content Area Vocabulary 
Multiple-Meaning Words 
Reading Comprehension 
Initial Understanding 
Interpretation 
Metacognition 
Critical Analysis 



30 


28 


28 


29 


29 


53 


53 


53 


53 


19 


19 


19 


18 


10 


31 


31 


32 


32 


45 


45 


45 


45 


24 


24 


23 


23 


10 


28 


27 


27 


27 


49 


49 


49 


50 


24 


25 


24 


24 


10 


32 


33 


33 


33 


48 


49 


48 


48 


19 


19 


19 


19 


55 


17 


17 


19 


19 


59 


59 


58 


59 


23 


24 


23 


23 


22 


21 


21 


23 


22 


48 


48 


47 


49 


31 


31 


.30 


29 


19 


17 


17 


19 


19 


55 


54 


54 


55 


28 


28 


28 


27 


11 


17 


17 


18 


18 


59 


59 


58 


58 


24 


24 


24 


24 


3 


15 


15 


17 


17 


53 


53 


51 


52 


32 


33 


32 


31 



NATION 



23 



54 



23 



245 



N^c: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 

erJc 
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DATA update - mat? 



CONTENT CLUSTER RESULTS IN MATHEMATICS FOR 1995 THROUGH 1998 



Mathematics consists of two tests at Grades 4, 5, and 7: Concepts and Problem Solving, and Procedures. The Concepts and Problem 
Solving test reports on fourteen clusters for Grade 4 and fifteen clusters for Grades 5 and 7 (see Content Clusters below). The 
Mathematics Procedures test reports on two clusters (see Content Clusters below). At Grades 9 and 1 1, only one Mathematics test is 
given. It reports on sixteen clusters (see Content Clusters on page 14). The items identified as Research Skills and Mathematics as 
Communication, Problem Solving, Reasoning, and Connections (Grades 9-11 only) in the Concepts and Problem Solving test are 
embedded in the items contained in the preceding clusters. 

Performance of students for each Mathematics cluster is presented as below average, average, and above average. In the national 
sample, 23% of the students in the norm group scored below average, 54% scored average, and 23% scored above average. 



CONTENT CLUSTERS FOR MATHEMATICS 
Percentage of Students at Each Level 





Below Average 


Average 


Above Average 


Grade 4 


#of 

Items 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


Concepts & Problem Solving 


40 


22 


17 


15 


14 


54 


52 


50 


50 


24 


31 


35 


36 


Numeration 


6 


28 


23 


20 


19 


’ 24 


22 


20 


20 


47 


55 


60 


61 


Patterns and Relationships 


3 


15 


12 


11 


10 


37 


32 


30 


28 


48 


55 


59 


62 


Number Theory 


3 


10 


8 


6 


6 


70 


63 


59 


58 


21 


29 


35 


36 


Measurement 


3 


23 


23 


22 


22 


32 


31 


31 


31 


45 


46 


47 


47 


Geometry 


6 


22 


15 


13 


12 


58 


55 


53 


53 


20 


30 


34 


35 


Solution Sentences 


3 


37 


35 


34 


33 


36 


36 


36 


37 


.27 


29 


30 


30 


Statistics & Probability 


5 


27 


21 


18 


17 


52 


54 


53 


54 


21 


25 


28 


29 


Estimation 


3 


15 


14 


13 


13 


65 


64 


63 


62 


20 : 


23 


25 


25 


Strategies in Problem Solving 


8 


27 


25 


24 


24 


47 


46 


46 


46 


26 


29 


30 


30 


Research Skills 


5 


12 


11 


11 


11 


61 


60 


59 


58 


27 


29 


31 


31 


Math as Communication 


9 


21 


18 


15 


15 


64 


63 


62 


62 


15 


20 


23 


,24 


Math as Problem Solving 


11 


25 


22 


21 


21 


49 


48 


48 


48 


26 


29 


31 


32 


Math as Reasoning 


12 


19 


13 


11 


10 


47 


39 


35 


34 


35 


48 


54 


55 


Math as Connections 


8 


30 


27 


24 


23 


54 


54 


55 


55 


16 


19 


21 


22 


Procedures 


24 


20 


20 


19 


19 


51 


50 


49 


49 


29 


30 


32 


33 


Computation in Context 


12 


34 


34 


31 


31 


29 


28 


28 


28 


37 


38 


40 


40 


Computation 


12 


15 


14 


14 


14 


65 


65 


64 


63 


20 


21 


' 22 


23 



NATION 



23 



54 



23 



Note; Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



CONTENT CLUSTER RESULTS IN MATHEMATICS FOR 1995 THROUGH 1998 



NATION 23 54 23 



Grade 5 


Items 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


Concepts & Problem Solving 


48 


19 


16 


14 


14 


55 


52 


51 


50 


26 


32 


34 


36 


Numeration 


6 


23 


21 


20 


18 


46 


43 


43 


42 


31 


36 


38 


40 


Patterns and Relationships 


3 


38 


33 


32 


30 


40 


41 


42 


43 


23 


26. 


26 


27 


Number Theory 


4 


12 


9 


8 


7 


61 


52 


47 


45 


27 


39 


45 


48 


Measurement 


4 


26 


24 


24 


23 


55 


55 


54 


53 


19 


22 


23 


24 


Geometry 


6 


10 


8 


7 


7 


70 


67 


64 


63 


20 


25 


28 


30 


Solution Sentences 


3 


20 


18 


18 


17 


65 


63 


63 


62 


16 


19 


20 


21 


Statistics & Probability 


7 


33 


29 


28 


26 


39 


39 


39 


39 


28 


32 


.34 


35 


Estimation 


3 


17 


16 


16 


15 


66 


65 


65 


66 


17 


19 


19 


19 


Strategies in Problem Solving 


9 


28 


25 


25 


24 


45 


43 


43 


42 


28 


31 


33 


34 


Algebra 


3 


16 


15 


14 


14 


53 


49 


47 


46 


30 


37 


39 


40 


Research Skills 


5 


33 


31 


30 


29 


48 


48 


48 


49 


19 


21 


22 


22 


Math as Communication 


9 


25 


22 


21 


20 


61 


59 


59 


59 


14 


19 


20 


21 


Math as Problem Solving 


12 


27 


24 


23 


23 


47 


46 


46 


45 


26 


30 


31 


32 


Math as Reasoning 


16 


17 


13 


11 


11 


44 


38 


36 


34 


39 


48 


53 


55 


Math as Connections 


11 


34 


30 


29 


28 


49 


50 


50 


50 


17 


20 


21 


22 


Procedures 


24 


15 


15 


16 


16 


58 


57 


57 


56 


27 


28 


27 


28 


Computation in Context 


12 


28 


27 


27 


27 


46 


46 


46 


45 


26 


27 


27 


28 


Computation 


12 


15 


15 


16 


16 


59 


59 


59 


58 


26 


26 


25 


25 


NATION 








23 








54 






23 






#of 


























Grade 7 


Items 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


Concepts & Problem Solving 


54 


28 


25 


23 


23 


51 


51 


49 


49 


21 


24 


27 


29 


Numeration 


6 


43 


40 


37 


36 


39 


40 


41 


41 


18 


20 


22 


23 


Patterns and Relationships 


4 


10 


7 


7 


7 


62 


55 


52 


51 


28 


37 


41 


43 


Number Theory 


6 


18 


16 


14 


13 


53 


51 


49 


48 


29 


33 


37 


39 


Measurement 


4 


30 


30 


29 


28 


59 


59 


60 


60 


11 


11 


11 


11 


Geometry 


6 


26 


23 


22 


21 


50 


50 


49 


48 


24 


27 


29 


31 


Solution Sentences 


3 


16 


15 


14 


14 


69 


68 


67 


66 


15 


17 


19 


20 


Statistics & Probability 


8 


24 


23 


22 


22 


49 


48 


47 


46 


27 


29 


32 


32 


Estimation 


4 


26 


24 


24 


24 


55 


56 


55 


55 


19 


20 


20 


21 


Strategies in Problem Solving 


10 


23 


22 


21 


21 


56 


56 


55 


54 


22 


22 


24 


24 


Algebra 


3 


29 


25 


24 


23 


52 


51 


49 


49 


19 


24 


27 


28 


Research Skills 


6 


30 


28 


27 


27 


58 


58 


58 


58 


12 


13 


15 


15 


Math as Communication 


9 


25 


23 


21 


20 


56 


56 


55 


55 


19 


21 


24 


25 


Math as Problem Solving 


14 


27 


26 


25 


25 


52 


52 


51 


50 


22 


23 


24 


25 


Math as Reasoning 


19 


22 


17 


15 


15 


60 


57 


55 


53 


19 


26 


30 


32 


Math as Connections 


12 


30 


29 


28 


27 


47 


47 


46 


45 


23 


24 


26 


27 


Procedures 


24 


34 


34 


34 


34 


50 


50 


49 


48 


16 


16 


17 


18 


Computation in Context 


16 


32 


32 


32 


32 


55 


55 


54 


54 


13 


13 


14 


14 


Computation 


8 


29 


30 


30 


30 


50 


50 


48 


47 


20 


20 


21 


23 


NATION 








23 








54 








23 





ERIC •ercentages may not add to 100 due to roundin] 
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CONTENT CLUSTER RESULTS IN MATHEMATICS FOR 1995 THROUGH 1998 



23 



54 



23 



Grade 9 

Mathematics 
Numeration 
Number Theory 
Measurement 
Geometry 
Solution Sentences 
Statistics & Probability 
Estimation 

Strategies in Problem Solving 

Algebra 

Procedures 

Research Skills 

Math as Communication 

Math as Problem Solving 

Math as Reasoning 

Math as Connections 

Math as Procedures 



#of 

(terns 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


52 


27 


27 


27 


27 


54 


54 . 


54 


53 


19 


19 


a) 


20 


3 


16 


17 


18 


19 


70 


69 


67 


66 


14 


15 


15 


16 


4 


24 


25 


25 


25 


62 


62 


61 


61 


13 


13 


14 


15 


3 


28 


29 


31 


31 


45 


46 


45 


45 


27 


26 


24 


24 


6 


.23 


23 


22 


22 


54 


53 


53 


52 


23 


24 


25 


26 


3 


35 


35 


35 


34 


38 


38 


38 


38 


27 


27 


27 


28 


5 


20 


19 


18 


18 


52 


53 


52 


52 


28 


29 


31 


31 


4 


15 


15 


15 


15 


47 


47 


48 


48 


’38 


38 


37 


37 


12 


27 . . 


27 


28 


28 


49 


49 


48 


48 


,.:24 


24 


24 


24 


7 


35 


35 


35 


• 35 


46 


46 


-46 


46 


19 


19 


19 


18 


5 


40 


41 


41 


41 


38 


37 


38 


37 


22 


21 


21 


21 


3 


17 


16 


16 


16 


72 


73 


73 


72 


11 


11 


12 


12 


6 


13 


13 


14 


14 


64 


64 


63 


62 


23 


23 


23 


24 


16 


.24 


24 


24 


25 


47 


47 


47 . 


47 


29 


29 


29 


28 


17 


23 


23 


23 


23 


58 


58 


58 


57 


19 


19 


19 


20 


8 


27 


27 


26 


26 


59 


59 


59 


59 


14 


14 


15 


15 


5 


40 


41 


41 


43 


38 


37 


38 


37 


22 


21 


21 


21 



NATION 




23 


54 


23 


Grade 11 


#of 

Items 


1995 1996 1997 1998 


1995 1996 1997 1998 


1995 1996 1997 1998 



Mathematics 52 

Numeration 3 

Number Theory 4 

Measurement 3 

Geometry 6 

Solution Sentences 3 

Statistics & Probability 5 

Estimation 4 

Strategies in Problem Solving 1 2 

Algebra 7 

Procedures 5 

Research Skills 3 

Math as Communication 6 

Math as Problem Solving 16 

Math as Reasoning 17 

Math as Connections 8 

Math as Procedures 5 



21 


21 


23 


22 


53 


53 


26 


27 


28 


28 


37 


37 


19 


20 


21 


21 


56 


55 


21 


21 


21 


22 


35 


35 


23 


22 


.23 . 


22 


57 


56 


13 


13 


13 


12 


59 


59 


21 


21 


.22 


22 


50 


49 


30 


31 


33 


33 


35 


35 


17 


16 


17 


17 


56 


56 


27 


26 


■:27 


28 


. 47 


48 


22 


22 


22 


23 


48 


48 


11 


11 


12 


12 


64 


64 


22 


22 


23 


22 


62 


62 


23 


22 


24 


24 


47 


47 


27 


26 


28 


28 


41 


41 


10 


10 


11 


11 


52 


50 


22 


22 


22 


23 


63 


63 



52 


53 


26 


26 


26 


25 


36 


36 


37 


37 


36 


36 


56 


57 


25 


25 


23 


22 


35 


35 


44 


44 


44 


43 


56 


56 


21 


22 


21 


22 


59 


59 


28 


28 


28 


29 


48 


48 


29 


30 


30 


31 


34 


34 


35 


35 


33 


33 


55 


55 


27 


28 


28 


28 


48 


48 


26 


26 


25 


25 


49 


48 


30 


30 


30 


29 


63 


63 


25 


25 


25 


25 


61 


62 


16 


16 


16 


16 


46 


46 


30 


31 


30 


30 


41 


41 


32 


32 


31 


31 


50 


50 


39 


39 


39 


39 


63 


62 


15 


16 


15 


15 



NATION 



23 



54 



23 



Note: Percentages may not add to 100 due to rounding. 
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CONTENT CLUSTER RESULTS IN LANGUAGE FOR 1995 THROUGH 1998 



The Language test at all five grade levels reports four clusters: Prewriting, Composing, Editing (Mechanics/Usage and 
Spelling), and Research Skills. 

Performance of students for each cluster is presented as below average, average, and above average. In the national 
sample, 23% of the students in the norm group scored below average, 54% scored average, and 23% scored above 
average. 



The items for Research Skills are embedded in the preceding clusters. 



CONTENT CLUSTERS FOR LANGUAGE 
Percentage of Students at Each Level 







Below 


Average 




Average 






Above 


Average 


Grade 4 


#0f 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


Items 


























Language 


54 


22 


20 


19 


19 


57 


56 


55 


56 


21 


24 


25 


26 


Prewriting 


15 


16 


16 


15 


16 


68 


68 


68 


68 


15 


16 


16 


16 


Composing 


15 


21 


19 


18 


17 


59 


58 


57 


57 


20 


23 


25 


26 


Editing 


24 


20 


18 


17 


16 


55 


54 


54 


54 


26 


28 


29 


29 


Mechanics/Usage 


15 


24 


23 


21 


20 


46 


45 


44 


44 


30 


32 


34 


35 


Spelling 


9 


24 


22 


21 


21 


57 


59 


59 


60 


19 


19 


20 


19 


Research Skills 


15 


33 


33 


32 


32 


51 


51 


.52 


52 


15 


16 


16 


16 


NATION 






23 








54 








23 




Grade 5 


#of 

Items 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


Language 


54 


20 


19 


18 


18 


56 


55 


55 


55 


24 


26 


27 


27 


Prewriting 


15 


17 


16 


16 


17 


64 


64 


64 


64 


19 


20 


20 


19 


Composing 


15 


20 


18 


18 


18 


58 


58 


57 


57 


22 


24 


25 


26 


Editing 


24 


.22 


20 


20 


19 


52 


51 


50 


51 


27 


30 


30 


30 


Mechanics/Usage 


15 


22 


20 


20 


19 


46 


45 


45 


45 


32 


34 


35 


36 


Spelling 


9 


20 


18 


18 


18 


63 


63 


62 


62 


17 


20 


20 


20 


Research Skills 


15 


17 


16 


16 


17 


64 


64 


64 


64 


19 


20 


20 


19 


NATION 








23 








54 








23 





Noie: Percenlages may nol add lo 100 due lo rounding. 
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CONTENT CLUSTER RESULTS IN LANGUAGE FOR 1995 THROUGH 1998 



NATION 






23 








54 








23 




Grade 7 


#of 

Items 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


Language 


54 


23 


22 


21 


20 


49 


49 


49 


48 


27 


29 


31 


32 


Prewriting 


15 


25 


24 


23 


23 


51 


51 


51 


50 


24 


26 


27 


28 


Composing 


15 


22 


20 


20 


19 


50 


50 


49 


49 


28 


29 


31 


32 


Editing 


24 


21 


19 


18 


18 


52 


52 


■ 52 


51 


. 27 


29 


30 


32 


Mechanics/Usage 


15 


18 


17 


16 


15 


56 


55 


54 


53 


26 


28 


30 


32 


Spelling 


9 


lA 


22 


21 


20 


50 


50 


50 


51 


27 


27 


29 


29 


Research Skills 


15 


25 


24 


23 


23 


36 


35 


35 


34 


39 


41 


42 


44 



NATION 








23 








54 








23 




Grade 9 


#of 

Items 


1995 


1996 


1 1997 


1998 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


Language 


54 


23 


22 


22 


23 


53 


54 


54 


53 


24 


24 


24 


24 


Prewriting 


15 


28 


27 


27 


27 


52 


53 


54 


54 


20 


20 


20 


19 


Composing 


15 


17 


16 


15 


16 


57 


57 


57 


57 


26 


27 


27 


27 


Editing 


24 


22 


22 


22 


23 


54 


54 


54 


53 


.23 


24 


24 


24 


Mechanics/Usage 


15 


24 


24 


23 


23 


47 


47 


48 


47 


29 


29 


29 


30 


Spelling 


9 


18 


19 


19 


20 


69 


69 


69 


68 


12 


12 


12 


12 


Research Skills 


15 


37 


36 


36 


36 


42 


44 


44 


44 


20 


20 


20 


19 


NATION 








23 








54 








23 




Grade 11 


#0f 

Items 


1995 


1996 1997 


1998 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


1995 


1996 


1997 


1998 


Language 


54 


17 


17 


18 


18 


62 


62 


61 


61 


21 


21 


21 


21 


Prewriting 


15 


16 


16 


16 


16 


55 


55 


54 


54 


28 


29 


30 


30 


Composing 


15 


17 


17 


18 


18 


61 


61 


60 


60 


22 


23 


22 


23 


Editing 


24 


24 


24 


25 


26 


60 


59 


58 


58 


16 


16 


16 


16 


Mechanics/Usage 


15 


12 


11 


13 


12 


51 


51 


50 


51 


37 


38 


37 


37 


Spelling 


9 


47 


48 


48 


49 


45 


45 


45 


44 


8 


7 


7 


7 


Research Skills 


15 


16 


16 


16 


16 


55 


55 


54 


54 


28 


29 


30 


30 


NATION 








23 








54 








23 





Noie. Perceniages may noi add lo 100 due lo rounding. 
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DATA UPDATE - MAT7 



MAT7 SUMMARY INFORMATION AND STATE DEPARTMENT OF 

ED UCA TION RECOMMENDA TIONS 



State Results for the MAT7 - Strengths and Weaknesses 

In the fourth grade, the percentage of students scoring above the national average on the 3Rs Battery 
increased by one point due to rounding the subtest scores, while performance on the Reading, Mathematics, 
and Language tests remained the same. The percentage of fifth-grade students who scored above the national 
average increased on the Reading test and the 3Rs Battery by one point and on the Mathematics test by two 
points, but remained the same on the Language test. Scores of seventh-grade students rose on all three tests 
and on the 3R Battery: the percentage scoring above the national average increased by two points on the 
reading test and by one point on each of the other scales. Ninth-grade scores declined in all areas except 
Language, which remained the same, and the performance of eleventh-graders remained at last year’s level 
on all tests. 

State results showed a steady movement out of the bottom quarters and into the upper quarters since 1995 for 
Grades 4, 5, and 7 Reading, Mathematics, and Language. The score distribution in the four quarters for 
Grades 9 and 1 1 Reading, Mathematics, and Language has remained virtually the same since 1 995 (see page 
9). During the four years that the MAT7 has been administered in the state, some students now have taken 
the MAT7 at least twice and in one instance three times as they progressed through Grades 4, 5, 7, 9, and 1 1 . 
The overall performance reflected in the 3Rs Battery showed improvement for all grades except for students 
moving from Grade 7 in 1995 to Grade 9 in 1997, Grade 5 in 1996 to Grade 7 in 1998, and Grade 7 in 1996 
to Grade 9 in 1998 (see page 8). 

Since 1 977, the percentage of African-American females scoring in the lower quarter on the 3Rs battery has 
declined in every grade, and the percentage of African-American males scoring in the lower quarter has 
declined in Grades 7 and 11. The percentage of African-American males scoring in the upper quarter 
increased at Grades 4, 5, and 7, and the percentage of African-American females scoring in the upper quarter 
increased at Grades 5 and 7. However, higher percentages of African-American students still scored in the 
lower quarter for all three tests than did white students, and higher percentages of white students than 
African-American students scored in the upper quarter on all three tests at all grade levels. 



Brief Synopsis of Statewide Performance at the Cluster Level 



Reading 

South Carolina students scored above average on the Reading Comprehension test at Grade 7 and at the same 
rate in Grade 9, as did students in the national norm group. At Grade 1 1 , a higher percentage of students 
scored above average when compared to the national sample in all clusters: Initial Understanding, 
Interpretation, Metacognition, and Critical Analysis. Students in South Carolina in general performed as 
well as the national group on the Vocabulary test. The results for students in Grade 7 were the same or 
slightly higher than those for the national sample. However, within the Reading Vocabulary test, a greater 
percentage of students scored above average in Synonyms at Grade 5 and in Content Area Vocabulary at 
Grades 7 and 11. 

^51 
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MAT7 SUMMARY INFORMATION AND STATE DEPARTMENT OF 

ED UCA TION RECOMMENDA TIONS 



Language 

The percentage of students in South Carolina scoring above average on the Language test was greater than 
the percentage in the national sample in Grades 4, 5, 7, and 9. In Grade 1 1, 21% of the students scored above 
average as compared to 23% in the national group. Within the Language test, a higher percentage of students 
in Grades 4, 5, 9, and 1 1 scored above average in MechanicsAJsage than in any other cluster. In Editing, a 
higher percentage of South Carolina’s students scored above average in Grade 4 (29%), 5 (30%), 7 (32%), 
and 9 (24%) as compared to the national norm group (23%). A greater percentage of students scored below 
average compared to the national sample in Research Skills at Grades 4 and 9, in Prewriting at Grade 9, and 
in spelling at Grade 1 1 . At Grade 7, a greater percentage of students in South Carolina scored above average, 
as compared to the national sample, in all clusters. 

Mathematics 

A higher percentage of students in South Carolina scored above average, compared to the national sample, on 
the Concepts and Problem Solving test in Grades 4 (36%), 5 (36%), and 7 (29%) and on the overall 
Mathematics test in Grade 1 1 (25%). Twenty-three percent of the students in the national sample scored 
above average. In Grade 4, 61% of the students in South Carolina scored above average in Numeration and 
62% scored above average in Patterns and Relationships. More than 40% of South Carolina’s students 
scored above average in Measurement and in Mathematics as Reasoning (55%) in Grade 4; in Number 
Theory (48%) and Mathematics as Reasoning (55%) at Grade 5; in Patterns and Relationships (43%) at 
Grade 7, and Measurement (43%) in Grade 1 1 . 



Recommendations for Schools to Improve Student Performance 

The MAT7 is a norm-referenced test used to compare the performance of students in South Carolina with the 
performance of a national sample of students. The MAT7 tests measure a broad domain of information; 
however, the tests do not measure all the content and skills important for students to learn. 



Beginning in spring 1999, a new state norm-referenced test will be administered to a sample of students in at 
least three grades. Also in spring 1999, students in Grades 3 through 8 will take the Palmetto Achievement 
Challenge Test (PACT). Nevertheless, results of student performance on the MAT7 this year should be used 
by districts in their strategic plans to identify those areas in which student performance needs to improve. To 
improve student performance, teachers and administrators need to understand how to interpret the MAT7 
scores and how to use these test results to make appropriate modifications in instruction. 



The Department offers technical assistance through regional workshops for districts on interpretation of 
the MAT7 score reports. District representatives should share this information through local workshops 
for school administrators and teachers. These efforts should enable teachers and administrators to 
anal\/e school level reports and to use this information to provide appropriate instruction aimed at 
impro\ ing student learning, to plan professional development for teachers, and to set goals for the 
school/district improvement plans. 

^52 
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MAT7 SUMMARY INFORMATION AND STATE DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION RECOMMENDATIONS 



• Schools and teachers should inform parents about the meaning of the score reports sent to the home. 
Information can be provided through PTA meetings, teacher/parent conferences, or written 
correspondence. Parents can then work with teachers to identify an individual student’s strengths and 
weaknesses and plan appropriate activities to assist the student. 

• Reading should be incorporated in all areas of the curriculum with greater emphasis placed on 
vocabulary. The best way to increase vocabulary knowledge is through reading and discussion of new 
words and their meanings. 

• Schools should align their curricula with the South Carolina Achievement Standards, which have been 
benchmarked with national and international standards. 

• Schools and districts should place major focus on professional development in the skills and delivery of 
teaching reading. 

• Schools and districts should incorporate the use of technology in teaching reading. 

• The State Department of Education and the Friends of Education (professional associations) will 
emphasize reading through a statewide partnership on the improvement of reading to be launched in 
September 1998. 

• Language results indicate that mechanics and usage skills are strong and that spelling and research skills 
are in need of improvement. Students should have opportunities to write and conduct research in all 
subject areas using a variety of technologies. Teachers should provide feedback on all aspects of 
language including prewriting, composing, editing, and spelling. 

• Teachers with assistance from the State Department of Education, districts, and Math/Science HUBS 
should continue to align their instruction with South Carolina Mathematics Standards 

• Districts and schools should review the quarter data to ensure a careful analysis of performance by all 
student groups. Quarter data provide a more complete picture of results for various groups than does 
using only percentages reported as above and below the 50th national percentile. 

• The Accountability Act of 1998 contains provisions that will help schools to increase their levels of 
academic achievement through a reduction in class size, modified school calendars, student academic 
plans, and homework centers: 

School districts should use appropriations for reduced-class sizes in Grades 1 through 3 to improve 
instructional practices and to increase levels of student achievement. 
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MAT7 SUMMARY INFORMATION AND STATE DEPARTMENT OF 

ED UC A TION RECOMMENDA TIONS 

1 1 * fnr mnHified school calendars and for the development of 

ins.n,c.io„ s.ude„.s n.ee.i„g standards in reading. 

mathematics, and language. 

student academic plans, as required by the Accountability Act. should provide specific options for 
assistance in reading, mathematics, and language. 

pursue rigorous courses of study . 
mathematics. 
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STATE PEP AR TMENT OF ED UCA TION STRA TEGIES 



C* . J ^ * A A -m- to Assist and Support the Efforts of Local 

Schools and Districts to Improve All Students' Learning at High Levels 

South Carolina’s education system must ensure that the state's curriculum, instruction, and assessments 
support each other. The state's assessment systems are moving toward measuring the skills specified in the 
curriculum frameworks and the academic achievement standards and in a manner that aligns and supports the 
teaching and learning practices outlined in the frameworks. Next spring, students will take re4ed state 
assessments based on the higher, more rigorous standards. The new system for assisting, developing and 
evaluating teaching will be further incorporated at the local level, and provisions of the Education 
Accountability Act of 1998 will begin to be implemented. 

• The Palmetto Achievement Challenge Tests (PACT) is a new testing program designed to measure the 
achievement levels of students. It will replace the Basic Skills Assessment Program (BSAP) which is 
almost 20 years old and only measures the ability of students to meet minimum achievement levels. 
Setting higher expectations by raising standards and revising our current testing program ensures that all 
students will be prepared for the challenges of the Twenty-first Century. In spring 1999 PACT will be 

administered m Grades 3 through 8. The new Exit Examination, a requirement for graduation, will be 
administered to all tenth-graders in spring 2001 . 

The South Carolina System for Assisting, Developing, and Evaluating Teaching (ADEPT) is an 
integrated system of state standaids, guidelines, and strategies designed to promote excellence in the 
teaching profession. The state standards (performance dimensions) redefine and upgrade the 
e^ectations for what all South Carolina teachers should know and be able to do as competent and 
effective professionals. It provides school districts with flexible guidelines to conduct formal evaluations 
Oi provisional, annual, and continuing contract teachers. 

• The School Renewal Plans and District Renewal Plans, as required by the Early Childhood Development 

and Academic Assistance Act of 1993, should continue to include goals and strategies that address 
achievement skills m curriculum frameworks. 



• The South Carolina Statewide Systemic Initiative (SCSSI), established in part by a $9.7 million grant 
receded m 1993 from the National Science Foundation, supported Curriculum Leadership Institutes for 
eac ers at 3 regional HUBs to provide essential leadership in raising curriculum standards. HUB staff 
visited over half of the state’s public schools, and several hundred teacher-consultants continue to be 
available through the HUBs to extend customized services to schools. In June 1998 the State 
Department won an additional $5.85 million grant from the National Science Foundation to launch Phase 
2 of this initiative. Phase 2 will build on the successes of the curriculum frameworks, academic 
achievement standards, assessment systems and partnerships developed over the last five years. Phase 2 
will focus on the effective use of data and professional development. Schools are encouraged to continue 
to call on the HUBs, district offices, colleges and universities, professional associations, and others for 
direct assistance m evaluating and revamping their instructional programs. Districts that have taken 
ad\ antage of this partnership in the past see more improvement in achievement. 

^ ' ^55 
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STA TE DEPARTMENT OF ED UCA TION STRA TEGIES 



• The School-to-Work Transition Act of 1994 requires that a rigorous, relevant academic curriculum in 
science, mathematics, and communications be offered and that the general track be eliminated. With 
higher expectations and more demanding course content, results in students’ achievement should improve 

in the future. 

• The curriculum frameworks and academic achievement standards have been adopted by the State Board 
of Education. The frameworks serve as the basis for educational policy development at the state level. 
For example, instructional materials, professional development for teachers, assessment measures, etc., 
have been reviewed and revised to ensure the components of the education system work together to 
support student achievement. Performance should improve following full implementation of the 
recommendations in the frameworks. 

• The State Board of Education’s Young African-American Males Action Team Report included numerous 
recommendations to address the academic achievement gap between these young men and their peers. 
The strategies contained in the report are reflected in the above recommendations to raise curriculum 
expectations and requirements to a more rigorous, relevant curriculum for all students. The 
recommendations are integrated throughout the South Carolina Department of Education’s management 
plan and are in the implementation stage. For example, instructional materials adopted to support the 
achievement standards are carefully evaluated for gender and ethnicity bias. A bias committee screens 
new assessment items for the same purposes. 

• The General Assembly during its last session enacted the Accountability Act, which spreads the 
responsibility for improving student performance in South Carolina. It provides $36.2 million to support 
the provisions of the act in 1998-99. From these funds, $19.6 million will be used for reducing class 
sizes in Grades 1, 2, and 3 with priority going to low-performing schools. A total of $12 million will 
support the new testing program; and $4 million will support alternative schools, assistance grants to 
low-performing schools, principal and teacher mentors, professional development and the administration 
of the PSAT for tenth-graders. Parents, students, educators and their communities share responsibility 
for educational improvement with the State Department of Education and the General Assembly. 
Beginning in 2001, new report cards on district and school performance will be sent to parents and the 
public. Schools with high performance or high rates of improvement will receive rewards, while schools 
designated below average or unsatisfactory must implement school- and district-developed strategies for 
improvement. If schools fail to improve despite significant assistance from the State Department of 
Education, principals at those schools can be replaced. The act focuses on assistance to low-performing 

schools. 



• The General Assembly funded the third year of a three-year phase-in to extend full-day kindergarten 
services to any parent who wishes it. The State Department of Education is working with school districts 
to provide professional development for kindergarten teachers throughout the year to ensure that quality 
academic programs form the basis for full-day kindergarten. The success of these programs will ensure 
that more students begin school with the skills essential for academic success in mathematics, language, 
reading and science. 
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• The General Assembly in 1996-97 appropriated $28 million as part of a multi-year technology initiative 
for schools across the state: $11 million to continue paying for Internet connections for all schools, 
district offices and county libraries; $3.5 million to complete the six remaining tape-and-delay centers; 
$1.5 million to digitize SCETV video resources; and $12 million for school districts to purchase 
hardware, software, routers and related training material for school and district persormel. Technology 
implementation is an additional step in the provision of assistance to teachers and students in the 
instructional process and enhancement of communications throughout the system. 
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